ERASMUS

general belief in his integrity, I need but quote a moving
appeal from the very heart of one of the noblest of
Germans. Albrecht Diirer, while travelling in the
Netherlands,, had made Erasmus's acquaintance. When,
a few months later, it was bruited abroad that Luther's
cause was dead, Diirer looked to Erasmus as the only
man alive who was worthy to carry the sacred cause a
stage further, and, shaken to the soul, he apostrophized
the sage: "O Erasme Roterdame, where art thou?
Hear, thou Christian knight; thou must ride forth
shoulder to shoulder with the Lord Christ to defend the
truth and to earn a martyr's crown. Otherwise thou art
nothing but a petty old man. I myself have heard thee
say that thou hast a couple of years5 good life still in thee
and that thou intendest to do something. Well, why
not give these two last years to the evangel, to the true
Christian belief in God? Let thy voice be heard, then
the doors of hell, the papal chair, as Christ says, cannot
prevail against thee. Bestir thyself, Erasmus, that thou
mayest overthrow Goliath, to become the man after
God's own heart, as did David of old."

Thus thought Diirer, together with the whole of Ger-
many. No less did the Catholic Church set her hopes
on Erasmus in her deadly need, and Christ's representa-
tive on earth, the pope himself, wrote a letter couched in
almost identical terms. "Step forth, step forth and
support Christ's cause! Use your wonderful gifts to
God's honour and glory. Bethink you that, with God's
aid, you are capable of winning back most of those who
have been led astray by Luther, setting their feet once
more in the right path, of securing that all those who
have not yet been seduced shall remain steadfast, and
of persuading those who are about to stray to remain
within the fold." The lord of Christendom and his
bishops; the rulers of the world, Henry VIII of England,
Charles V, Francis I of France, Ferdinand of Austria,
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